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MEMORANDUM FOR GaNERAL BERG 


SUBJECT: TAGBCARD —-NMoT SEAJT — 
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l. Aside ioe Satellites, ee 
potential aircra 
boards today. 
tiractive (see 


propably the bes 
on the Sewine 
= 


akes it somewhat 
ndpoint. During 


its flight phase | OG feet © c it is invulner ave 7o presently 
know air defens s Conversely, itis perticularly vulnéer- 
able during the pre-launca pnase (while still aboard the B-52H). 
roy 2 * a 


fhe entire payload recovery Operation is also vulnerable. Neces- 
sary pre-positioning of recover é ntially same as used 
for satellite recovery) pinpoints recovery area for anyone interested 


in preventing recovery. 
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2. TAGBOARD is rot yet an coerationai program: Of five 
iaunchings, using the A-iZ "mother shiv", a vayload was never re- 
covered; launcn from tne 3-52 is yet to be cemonstrated - the 


system must be recualified with the 5-52 launch aircraft. Thus, 
it will be some time before the system can be considered operations 
ready. 


3. If TAGSOCARD escy tomorrow, there is 
serious doubt that tie 303 would authorize its ee icweenl: First, 
the sonic boom effect venicle on things and 
people on the ground is yet tobe cetermined. TAGBOARD is a 


e 
large airplane - it incorporates an explosive charge designed to 


ing 


destroy the airplane shor ca att cae payload is ejected. Under 
not-too-far-fetched conditicn a rmelfuncticn could cause TAGBOARD 


to go ballistic and impact on See mOng Kong, etc. With these 
probabilities in mind (albeit remote} the State Department and 303 
Commitiee would provably be unwilling to authorize employment of 
TAGBOARD. 
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4, The BOB has deen asking penetrating cuestions about 
< rs pes | - 
the future of this system 4 TAGBSOARD cGrones (remaining 
from the first buy) are "stacked like corc-wood" at Lockheed. 
ye 
Additional systems are being procurec, Tne systems are 
yy: g 
expensive (about $3 million each) anc are expended in a single 
flight. 
5. When TAGSOARD becomes operational, it is io be 
operated by SAC. In the event thet it is to be used for over- 
flights, the requests for authorization, etc. could be processed 
from SAC tothe JCS (JRC) thence to the 303 - by way of the 
NRO - as are the Blue Sorings/Wilc Rice type missions. 
. oO . 
8. has this to say avout TAGBOCARD. 
a LS Stil Tithe NAS 6. year srooraim, 
2 oo undead uncer the same classified line item as are 
Dy ese? e same ied Ii tem ie 
e irones. 
the 147 dro 
c. Dr. Blax has saic that, if he is pressured to reduce the 
number of programs. in the NAP, TAGBOARD would be the first to 
go. 
ad. VAGBOARD coulc then be transferred to the Air Staff 
and handled as are tne Ryan i47 type crones., 
summary: 
a TAGSCARD has a long way ic go before its operational 
ready. 
b. There are reasons why TAGSOARD flights might not be 
authorized by the 305. 
c. The continued development of the system could be 
assumed by the Air Staff and it shcuic be assigned to SAC for opera- 
tion, 
ad. In-my opinion TAGSOARS management responsibility 
should not be moved from «a wr? i NRO starr. 
S.C ARD SS, QULSGINS 
Coionei, USAF 
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